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Why does the Israeli army still occupy the vast majority of the West Bank?Why has the Palestinian

standard of living declined dramatically since the beginning of the Oslo peace process?Why do

suicide bombers attack Israel's cities?Fifty years after Israel's founding, why is there no peace

between Israelis and Palestinians?The Absence of Peace offers an answer to all these questions,

combining an analysis of the political events surrounding the Oslo process with an account of life on

the ground in the West Bank and Gaza Strip under the 'peace' regime. Nicholas Guyatt explains the

historical context of the latest peace efforts and the motives and interests of the various players,

regional and international, who are party to the agreements. This book also plots the disastrous

course on which the present peace process is headed, towards a greater Israel, a series of

Palestinian reservations and even more violence between the two sides. Most importantly, The

Absence of Peace rejects the suggestions that there is no solution to the conflict, and offers

practical ideas for a more stable and enduring agreement between Palestinians and Israelis.
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A more appropriate title for this book would be: The Absence of Peace: Palestinian Perspectives on

the Oslo Peace Accords. This title would make clear that (a) this book presents solely the

Palestinian perspective and (b) the scope of the book is relatively recent events. Thus, this book is

not a good choice for those who are looking for an overview of the entire Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

However, for those who already have developed a basic historical and political framework for this



complex arena, this book is immensely helpful.In order to understand the repeated failure of the

peace process, one must understand the Palestinian perspective. This author crafts an articulate

and well referenced description of how Palestinian frustration, anger, and hopelessness have been

fueled by Israeli actions. This book asserts that the Oslo Peace accords have exacerbated the

on-going problems and presents a view of Palestinian life within the restrictions imposed on

building, work, and travel within Israel. As a relatively neutral observer to the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict, I found it very helpful to have the Palestinian perspective described so succinctly and

articulately.The final chapter of this book provides recommendations of possible options for future

resolution of the conflict. This chapter was the highlight of the book and will assist me in

understanding the success or failure of future efforts.A note about perspectives and bias. The

author is clearly impassioned and highly critical of Israel and its leaders. Nonetheless, I found

Absence of Peace to be well referenced and credible. For example, most of the criticisms of Israeli

leaders are supported by direct quotes from these leaders that have been published in newspapers.

Each chapter concludes with 3-10 pages of footnotes.
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